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Regional Railroads and the Maybrook Line

Before the first railroads were built in America in the
1830s, long distance fravel was by horse and carriage
over rough unpaved turnpikes and by canal boat.
The Hudson River and the Appalachian mountains
were major obstacles to early east-west travel. The
Erie Canal improved fravel between eastern New
York and the Midwest in 1828. Faster, more efficient
railroads arrived by the 1840s and made many
canals obsolete.

The first railroad in Hopewell, the Dutchess &
Columbia, linked Dutchess Junction near present-day
Beacon with western Connecticut in 1871. This line
was built fo fransport coal and goods from west of
the Hudson River into New England. In 1881 the New
York & New England Railroad built from Waterbury, CT
to Hopewell. This made the location a true "junction.”
The railroads built freight and service facilities and a
small busy village grew up around the rail yards.
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Horse-drawn Erie Canal boat passing through lock
chamber
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Nineteenth-century area railroad service and
excursion announcements and employee pass

Heavy steam locomotive on a New
Haven Railroad freight train, 1930s

Mew Hoven Railroad diesel freight
locomotives at Maybrook Yard, 1940s

The Poughkeepsie River Bridge

The Poughkeepsie Bridge in the early 1900s Firefighters attempt to put out the fire on the bridge

Between the 1840s and 1880s all railroad traffic south of
Albany crossed the Hudson River on barges. In 1888 the first
railroad bridge over the river south of Albany was completed
at Poughkeepsie. The Poughkeepsie River Bridge was a critical
part of the important "Maybrook Line" rail link to southern New
England. The Maybrook Line, which connected freight yards
in Maybrook, New York and New Haven, Connecticut, passed
through Hopewell Junction.

A 1974 fire shut down the Poughkeepsie River Bridge and
changed freight railroad routes info New England. Rail service
on the portion of the Maybrook Line in Hopewell ended in the
early 1980s. The Dutchess Rail Trail now follows the Maybrook
Line west fo the bridge, now the Walkway over the Hudson
State Park.

The Decline of Rail

The last freight frain on the Maybrook Line Intersate trucking took traffic from the railroads

Rail traffic declined during the Great Depression in the 1930s.
Automobiles began to take passengers from the railroads. The
last passenger frain stopped in Hopewell in 1933. After the World
War Il industrial boom rail traffic declined again. Interstate 84
was completed between Pennsylvania and Connecticut in 1971.
It followed the Maybrook Line across the Hudson River valley
and took long-distance freight business from the railroad. The
Penn Central took over regional rail lines in 1968. Conrail ran the
last Maybrook Line freight frain past the Hopewell Depot in 1982,
marking the end of railroading in the town.




Community Development

The rise and fall of railroad activity in Hopewell Junction impacted community growth.
Before the railroads came the surrounding area was sparsely populated and farming
was the main way of life. This location became a busy four-way rail junction in the
1890s, and rail-based industries dominated the local economy for several decades. The
railroads built freight yards, warehouses and locomotive facilities around the junction.

Hopewell Junction Post Office with the
daily mail stacked on the porch

The New Haven Railroad briefly ran “rail bus”
passenger vehicles for shoppers and school-
children in the 1920s.

Turner's Hotel and Bar and 1882 New York & New England Railroad Depot

Caplan's Store and Moebil Gas Station in the: late 1930s, when
cars replaced passenger trains for local tfransportation.

Grumbley's Store, Oak Street, about 1925

Hopewell Junction industries included Borden's Milk and a cattle
exercise pen, and local freight trains served customers in nearby
towns. All these facilities needed people to run them 24 hours a
day. Railroad employees moved into new neighborhoods around
the junction and new apartments, hotels, stores and taverns
opened to serve them. Hopewell Junction became a small but
busy commercial hamlet. The depot became the center of local
social life and the source of news, mail and packages.

Hopewell Junction Hotel,

JOHN UKENA, Proprictor.
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Hopewell Junction's rail industries included Borden's Milk
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Businesses and Homes, 1923

Rail freight business declined after World War i

and the steam locomoaotive service facilities
closed in 1950. Many of the railroad workers that
supported the local economy moved away. East
Fishkill started to become the suburban town it is
now once Interstate 84 opened in the 1970s.




Steam to Diesel

Many eastern U.S. railroads had to climb Appalachian
mountain grades to connect with interior areas to the west.
The New Haven Railroad "Maybrook Line" between south-
eastern New York and Connecticut crossed Depot Hill about
thirteen miles east of Hopewell Junction. The tracks rise almost
500 feet from here to a "horseshoe curve" at the summit and
drop down almost 300 feet to Towners, NY. Eastbound trains
were heavier, and on the steepest part of their trips climbed
63 feet per mile, almost a 1.2 percent grade.

Freight trains became heavier in the early twentieth century
and "mountain” railroads needed powerful steam locomotives
to help push trains up steep grades. The New Haven bought
50 new Ll-class, 2-10-2 "Santa Fe" type steam engines from
American Locomotive Company ("ALCQ") of Schenectady, NY
in 1918. These massive "helper” engines were based in
Hopewell Junction. New engine facilities supplied them with
coal fuel, water for steam and sand for wheel traction. The
helpers required additional personnel to service and run
them. The Junction was home to many New Haven workers in
the helper engine era, which lasted through the heavy World
War Il traffic period.

Exaggerated route profile chart showing Maybrook Line track
grades between Hopewell Jct. and Brewster, NY
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Operating helper locomotives was
expensive. After World War Il U.S.
railroads replaced steam locomotives in
a wave of "dieselization." Diesel
locomotives were simpler, more reliable
and also cheaper to operate as they
did not need coal, water or large
servicing crews and facilities. The New
Haven purchased fleets of ALCo DL-109
and FA type streamlined freight
locomotives in the 1940s. The last
Hopewell steam helper engines ran in
1950. The coal and water facilities were
demolished, and the locomotive house
burned in 1955.
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