Rail Trail signs reveal Highland’s History

By MARK REYHOLDS
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Peter Bellizzi, President of the
Hudsom Valley Rail Trall Association,
recently tobd the Lioyd Town Board that
his group has epccted a quartet of new
signs that tell the history of different
aspects of the fown’s rail trail’s history.

Bellizzi said hiz Association began
discussing new signage three vears
ago and eredits Matt Hierstead, of
Milestone Heritage Consulting, for
researching and compiling the text and
pictures that went onte the slgns, Fossil
Industries, of Deer Park, NY, was hired
o construct the sturdy signs.

Bellizzi said the cost was $20,000,
which was paid for with a $10,000 grant
from Mew York State Office of Parks
and Fecreation and S10000 from the
Rail Trail Association.

Bollizzi sald the Association has
been falking about adding additional
signogpe along the rail trail in the fuiure,

“This is just the beginning because
thare are 20 many different spots along
the trail that we want to identify,” he
siid. “These are the first four slgns that
we had made and there i plenty mope
imformation from Matt for other signs.”

Bellizzi zald near Commercial
Avenue there s an old railroad
turntable that was onee used to actually
turn engines around and alse a 30 foof
tower amd pump statben in the area
He sabd they are going to fix the Ford's
farm bridpe, just west of the pavilion,
that was used to cross over the rail trail
whimn the trains were in active use,

Bellizzi hopes the signs impart
information to the public of what all
was here in Highland, especially the
length and breadih of the rail lines
that not only crisscrossed Ulster and
nearty counties bul eventually ran up
into Mew England, carrying goods and
in wartime, transported troops and
supplies,

“Wo're irving o tell some of the
history of the Town of Llovd and. of
what the railroad meant on this side of
the Hudson,” he said.
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This Highland Station sign is located on the rail trail beside the High Bridge residential apartment complex. It shows the station

was used for passenger and freight service and for the Pratt Lumber Company for  century. This sign, located across from the Highland Welcome Center at the Walkway Over the Hudson, shows the importance of the Maybrook Rail Line a5 & key freight connection across
the Hudson River and into New England.
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The Highland section of the trail extends west through Mew Paltz and east over lhe Walkway Over (he Hudson. This sign stands beside the red 1915 N5 caboose at the Rail Trarl pavilion



